BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY MINUTES

         TOWN OF DANVILLE

July 20, 2016
The Board of Civil Authority met at 5:03 p.m. at the Danville Town Clerk’s office on July 20, 2016 for the purpose of considering a request from Harold Webster (Morseland LLC), who is aggrieved by the action of the Board of Listers.
Members present were Steve Cobb, Angelo Incerpi, Kenneth Linsley, Virginia Incerpi, and Wendy Somers.
Board of Listers Present:  J. Timothy Ide, Gail Devereaux, & Marcia Pettigrew.
Appellants:  Harold Webster and Donald Moore.
Steve Cobb, BCA chair opened the meeting at 5:03 p.m.  Wendy Somers Town Clerk asked to make additions to the agenda.  They are as follows:  1). Doing away with the Exit Checklist, 2). Proposed pay for BCA members starting in 2017, 3). Tabulator testing date, and 4). Any other items that may come before the meeting.

 Steve Cobb then administered the Statutory Oath to the BCA members, the Listers and the Appellants, Harold Webster and Donald Moore.  The meeting was then turned over to Harold Webster and Donald Moore for testimony. 
 Harold stated that the property had been purchased in 2011 for $85,000.00 and the Town appraised the property at that time for $88,000.00.  Harold stated that they had done some clearing and pulled stumps in 2013 and left them.  In April of 2016 the stumps were removed, leaving a cleared property area of 6 acres.  At this time the town valued the property at $129,800.00.  Harold met with the Board of Listers on two occasions to discuss the value on his property.  After the two meetings, the Board of Listers reduced the property value to $106,800.00, which took into consideration the percentage of wetlands (20 acres) and reduced the land grade on the 20 acres to .75.  Harold also stated that he had the property for sale and the listing was $159,000.00.
Harold also used comparatives for Aaron Loura on Calkins Camp Road, DG Roofing on Joes Brook Road, Bea Couture on North Danville/McDowell Road, and Ruth Brady on Morrill Road.  Harold also asked how the Listers go out and do appraisals on land as he got reappraised but there had been a couple other land owners that had cleared some land, but had not got reappraised.  Lister, Gail Devereaux had stated that he had been given a 15% reduction in his land value due to the stumps, and when they were removed, the town removed the 15% reduction.  This was the initial increase to his land value when they did the reappraisal in the spring.
The meeting was then turned over to the Board of Listers for their testimony.  Gail Devereaux reviewed the changes in appraisal since the purchase date in 2011.  
The Board then deliberated and scheduled a site visit for July 27, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.  Members going on the site visit will be Steve Cobb, Ken Linsley and Angelo Incerpi.  The Board then scheduled a meeting for August 3, 2016 to report their findings from the site visit. 

The hearing was closed at 5:36 p.m.
The Town Clerk then made a request to the Board to eliminate the “Exit Checklist” as we have the tabulator machine to verify totals with the “Entrance Checklist”.  On a motion from Kenneth Linsley, seconded by Virgina Incerpi, the motion was approved.

To be more in line with other towns, the Town Clerk brought before the board the recommendation to increase the Board of Civil Authority pay from $5.00 per day to the minimum hourly wage.  Kenneth Linsley also stated that if a member wanted to volunteer their time, they could sign off that they did not want to be paid.  The consensus of the board was that they would present something to the Selectboard at the end of the year during the budget process.
The Town Clerk also requested from the board a date to have tabulator testing.  It was the consensus of the board to schedule it for July 25th at 2:00 p.m.

With no other business, Ken Linsley moved to adjourn the meeting, with a second from Angelo Incerpi.  The meeting was then adjourned at 5:51 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted, Wendy M. Somers, Clerk

_________________________________________

