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FOCUS ON:
B l a c k Tu r n B r o o k S t a t e F o r e s t

VT Dept of Forests,
Parks and Recreation
Mission Statement

In the 1970s, the parcel of
land now known as Black
Turn Brook State Forest was
purchased by a group of
people and became known as
Earth People’s Park. Over
the next few years, there
were a number of people
camping on the land, and
one or two dozen cabins and
camps were built. The philosophy of this group was
“Free Land for Free People”.
By the late 1970s, most of
the group’s leaders had left
and population dwindled to
just a few. In 1990, the property was seized by United
States Marshalls, who found

marijuana growing on the
property. The property remained in legal limbo for
many years. A provision in
drug seizure law allowed for
transfer of property to a state
by request of its governor to
be used as a public area to be
preserved in perpetuity for
its natural conditions. An
agreement was reached by
the US Government, the
communal group which
owned the parcel, the State
of Vermont, and the Vermont Land Trust to transfer
ownership to the State of
Vermont. In March of 1994
the parcel was formally acquired by the State of Vermont. In the summer of
1995, a massive cleanup
took place to remove remnants of the structures, vehicles, and trash. About 29
tons of trash and 12 tons of
metal were removed from

the site.
Today, the 590+ acres of
Black Turn Brook State Forest are open for dispersed
recreation, including walking, snowshoeing, wildlife
viewing, and hunting. The
area is accessed by a right-of
-way across private property.
Motorized vehicles are not
allowed on the parcel.
For more information, visit
our website located here or
contact our office.

The mission of the Department of Forests,
Parks, and Recreation is
to practice and encourage high quality stewardship of Vermont's
environment by monitoring and maintaining the
health, integrity, and
diversity of important
species, natural communities, and ecological
processes; managing
forests for sustainable
use; providing and promoting opportunities for
compatible outdoor recreation; and furnishing
related information,
education, and services.
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Spring Hiking
Mud season is upon us! As
snow melts and spring rains
arrive, the ground can only
hold so much water! Trails
become wet and mud puddles appear. Until trails dry
out, here are some low elevation hikes suitable for this
time of year.

• Lyman Falls State Park
• Sentinel Rock State Park
• Brighton and Maidstone
State Park park roads

• Brighton State Park trails

(access from roadside gate)

• Lyndon State Forest

website located here.

• Lamoille Valley Rail Trail

For information on hiking in
general, or other recreation
questions, please contact our
Field Recreation Specialist,
Luke O’Brien here

• Newport-Beebe Rail Trail
• Toll Road at Burke Mountain (Darling State Park)

Trout season opens
April 13th! For more
information on fishing
in Vermont, please visit
the Vermont Fish and
Wildlife website located
here

Another cool place to visit is
the Willoughby Falls steelhead spawning area at
Willoughby Falls Wildlife
Management Area in Orleans.
For more information, visit
the Vermont State Parks
website located here or visit
the Green Mountain Club

Jay Peak
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Missing Lady Beetles
of Vermont
The following is taken
by permission from the
Vermont Center for
EcoStudies and is reported in their April
eNewsletter.
For more information,
visit their website here
Special thanks to the
Vermont Center for
EcoStudies for allowing us to share this
with you!

Here at the Vermont Atlas of Life we're always on the lookout for historic biodiversity data. When we find it, our mission is to save it from potentially being lost in the
dustbin of history. Recently, we unearthed a 43-year-old document: Lady Beetles: A
Checklist of the Coccinellidae of Vermont. The authors listed the first and last date
each species was collected in Vermont and the total number of specimens known - a
snapshot of lady beetle life in Vermont prior to 1976.
Lady beetles, a.k.a. ladybugs, are adored by many. But they are also important for
farmers. Many species eat plant pests like aphids, scale insects, and mealybugs,
which can be serious pests of trees, vegetables, and flowers. Since at least the 1980s,
native lady beetles that were once very common across the Northeast have become
rare or have even gone missing.
What species are we missing now? Fourteen of the 34 native species known from
Vermont have not been reported since the 1976 checklist was completed. Help us
find Vermont's missing Lady Beetles! Read more about these amazing beetles and
learn how you can participate in the search on the VCE blog.

Page 3

Vegetation Management
Commercial Timber Harvests

Red Pine Sale, Groton State

Photo by Emily Meacham,
Forester in charge

At Groton State Forest, behind New Discovery State
Park in Peacham, a timber
harvest is occurring in a red
pine stand. This stand is rapidly declining in health and is
experiencing high mortality
rates. This stand was planted
in 1920 by Vermont Forest
Service. Members of the Civilian Conservation Corps

conducted a lot of cultural
work such as weeding, thinning by hand, and pruning
branches of the first 16 feet.
There were several thinnings
before this final cut, the last
one occurred in 2012.
The current harvest will be
completed by mid-May before
parks open. The prescription
is to remove all red pine and
protect all other softwood
trees in the understory and
overstory. The understory
consists of mostly Norway
spruce and one huge white
pine. We plan to plant in the
spring of 2020 to fill in gaps
with white pine, red spruce,
and a few northern red oak
where the site permits.

hazard potential of falling
trees.
Red pine is declining in this
area and throughout the region. Below, Kathy Decker
and Mike Parisio are cutting
into some red pine tops to try
and figure out what is killing
the red pine here.

Photo by Emily Meacham,
Forester in charge

A 4-acre (more or less) area
will be left for study purposes. The area is far from trails
and structures to limit the

Calendar/Upcoming Events

https://www.trailfinder.info/

Saturday, April 13, 8:30 to
5:00 - Track and Sign Certification. Learn to interpret
spoor & behavior of medium to large animals. Registration required; fee
charged. Held at Northwoods Stewardship Center
in East Charleston. To register or for more information,
click here
Saturday, April 20 – Pond
Skimming at Jay Peak. Registration begins at 10:00 am,
event begins at 12:00 pm.
Must be 16 yrs old or over.
Fee charged, registration is
required. Awards ceremony
beings at 4:00 pm at the
Annual Beach Party. For
more information, check Jay
Peak’s website here.
Sunday, April 21, 11:00
am – Family Easter Egg
Hunt at Burke Mtn. Bring
the whole family out for this
Easter Egg Hunt! The Kids'
Hunt starts at 11:00 am
sharp. A smaller section will
be roped off for littler ones

(ages 3-6 yrs) with a larger
section for older kids (ages
7-12 yrs) all on the slopeside patio of the Hotel. And
for the Big Kids (13+) hit
the slopes as Easter eggs
will be hidden on Upper
Mountain trails throughout
the day. Inside those eggs
will be some awesome prizes, including two Golden
eggs, one of which will contain a free weekend getaway
package for two and the
other, a 2019-20 season's
pass! For more information,
click here.
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00
pm - Wildlife in a Changing Climate. Presented by
Tom Rogers of VT Fish and
Wildlife and held at Northwoods Stewardship Center.
Free event, everyone welcome. For more information, click here
Tuesday April 23, 7:30 pm
- The great amphibian migration. Part of the 2019
Craftsbury Outdoor Center’s

Forestry & Conservation
Seminar Series, presented
by Jim Andrews. Learn
more about spring amphibian migration that occurs
annually, the species you are
likely to see during the migration, and how you can
help conserve these important species. Registration
is required. Contact Jared
Nunery at
jared.nunery.vermont.gov
for more information.
Friday, April 26 and Saturday, April 27 – Rasputista Spring Classic 2019 at
Burke Mountain. A 40-mile
bicycle race through Northern Vermont. Registration
required; fee charged. To
register click here

Calendar/Upcoming Events (continued)
Saturday, April 27, 10:00 to
2:00 - Spring Steelhead Run
Up Willoughby Falls in Orleans VT. A guided walk led by
VT Fish and Wildlife Biologist Peter Emerson. Free, no
registration required; more
information found here.
Thursday, May 2 and Friday, May 3 - 2nd Annual
Vermont Forest Industry
Summit. If you work in the
woods or make products out
of wood, this is the conference
for you! Held at Burke Mountain Resort. Topics will include forest planning, logger
safety, new markets for chips,
growing your wood products
business, and more. Registration required, fee charged. For
more information and to register, follow this link.
Thursday, May 2, 8:30 to
4:30 - Arbor Day Conference
sponsored by VT Urban and
Community Forestry, held at
the VT College of Fine Arts in
Montpelier. Registration required; fee charged. For more
information and to register,
click here
Friday, May 3 - Arbor Day in
Vermont.
Saturday, May 4 – Vermont’s Green Up Day! Green
Up Day began in 1970. Join
fellow Vermonters to help
clean up our state. For more
information, including ways
to get involved, visit the website here.
Wednesday, May 8 - Looking for Boreal Birds in Moose
Bog, Wenlock WMA. A guid-

ed walk led by VT Fish and
Wildlife Biologist Doug
Morin. Two walks, 7:30 am to
10:30 am and 11:00 am to
2:00 pm. Free but registration
is required, for more information and registration click
here.
Sunday, May 12, 1:00 pm to
4:00 pm - Mother’s Day
Wildflower Walk. Guided
walk led by VT Fish and
Wildlife Botanist Bob Popp
and Annie Reed, biology instructor at VCC. Free event at
Stranahan Town Forest in
Marshfield, registration required. For more information,
click here.
Saturday May 18 - VT Center for EcoStudies Biothon Every Species Counts! Raise
funds to support VCE’s wildlife and habitat conservation
projects. Registration required, this is a fundraising
event. Click here for more
information and to register.
Tuesday May 21, 7:30 pm Spring wildflowers and the
changes in our plants during
late spring. Part of the 2019
Craftsbury Outdoor Center’s
Forestry and Conservation
Seminar Series, presented by
Liz Thompson of the VT
Land Trust. Learn more about
the species of wildflowers and
other interesting plants in our
area, where to look for them,
and what you can expect to
find in the forests in late
spring. Registration is required. Contact Jared Nunery
at

jared.nunery.vermont.gov for
more information.
Saturday, June 8, 10:00 to
3:00 - Botanical Outing to
Lake Willoughby Cliffs.
Guided walk led by VT Fish
and Wildlife Ecologist Matt
Peters. Registration required,
there is a small fee. For more
information click here
Saturday, June 8 and Sunday, June 9 – Vermont Days.
FREE Park entry to all day
use areas on June 8 & 9.
FREE fishing Saturday, June
9.
Tuesday June 25, 7:30 pm The birds of summer. Part of
the 2019 Craftsbury Outdoor
Center’s Forestry and Conservation Seminar Series. Birds
of summer-who are they,
where are they and what are
they up to during the summer?
Bird Diva Bridget Butler will
show us how to look at interesting bird behaviors, family
dynamics, drama & the transition into fall. Registration is
required. Contact Jared Nunery at
jared.nunery.vermont.gov for
more information.
Friday, June 28 through
Sunday, June 30 - NEMBAfest at Kingdom Trails 2019,
sponsored by the NE Mountain Bike Association and
Kingdom Trails Association.
Registration fee, registration
is required. Click here for
more information.

Forest Management:

Copies of Management Plans:

Luke O’Brien 802-622-4258

Scott Machinist 802-473-0053
scott.machinist@vermont.gov

Ellen Hinman 802-751-0110

Emily Meacham
802-595-0169

Great ideas and suggestions:
email us here

Louis Bushey 802-357-5100

emily.meacham@vermont.gov

louis.bushey@vermont.gov
Paul Szwedo 802-917-4116
paul.szwedo@vermont.gov

Primitive Camping Guidelines on Designated FP&R Lands
*Camp 1000 feet from roads.
*Camp 200 feet from trails or property
line.
*Camp 100 feet from stream or waterbody.
*Carry out what you carry in.
*Only dead and downed trees or branches
may be used for firewood.
*No more than three consecutive nights in
the same area.
*Leave no trace of your campsite or fire
pit.
*Camping above 2500 feet in elevation is
prohibited.
*One responsible adult for every four
campers under the age of fourteen is required.
*Groups of eleven or more individuals
must obtain a permit from the District
Office
Primitive Camping Guidelines on F&W
Lands

*Camp sites must be at least 200 feet from
any waterbody, property line, or road.

Access/Recreation:

Planning:

https://www.vtinvasives.org/

*Primitive camping is allowed on WMAs
designated by the Department for the
purpose of hunting, fishing, or trapping for
no more than 3 consecutive nights.

Contacts
luke.obrien@vermont.gov

Emerald Ash Borer
Information or to Report
a Suspicious Find

ellen.hinman@vermont.gov

