
Danville Conservation Commission Notes (DCC) 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7/6/2020 

Attendance: Dave Houston, Vange Morse, Brian Henderson, Barbara H. , Debbie 

Bixby, Matt Langlais, Bridget Ferrin 

 
 
1.  Approved meeting notes for June 4th. 
 
2. Matt describes the process of the bid and that the high bidder means that it is the amount 
that they will pay us to do the job.  He went over the bid walk throughs and is not surprised 
how the bids came in.  Heath Bunnell is the highest bidder and is a good pick.  The reason why 
his bid come in higher is because he is a bigger operation and has better markets to wood. He 
also has been figuring out ways to utilize the low grade wood, and has a professional operation 
with safety officers for each crew and has the equipment to do the job.  Matt said he would be 
happy to work with Heath on this job. 
 
Dave comments that it seems like a cut a dry bid decision. Since we have a high bid with 
somebody that we are happy with. 
 
Evangelyn put forward to vote to recommend Heath Bunnell to be awarded the bid. All in 
attendance voted yes. 
 
Matt says that Heath is interested in doing the harvest this winter, and will be ready to jump 
and go.  Which means we have to get a contract set up and signed, and getting the insurances 
as well as the knotweed this summer.  He’s going to try to get the landing set up mid to late fall. 
 
The next step is to get approval from the Selectboard to go with Heath Bunnell and then notify  
Matt who will draw up the contract to be signed. 
 
3.  Knotweed: 
 
Dave suggests that we cut it and give it a shot of herbicide on the landing.   
 
Matt says the effectiveness of a foliar spray is not always effective but there is a tool that they 
have at their department which shoots a concentrated shot ( with a needle and vial) through 
the hollow stem  which he feels is most effective.  Matt says they use 41% clyophosphate 
(direct out of the bottle) with the shooter tool.  
 



Brian requests that we use the tool Matt proposed. Bridget would like to wait to cut with Tom 
so we can use the tool, and Matt suggests that he can hopefully get both tools from Cathy 
Decker and we can do just the landing area with his help.  He will notify us when he is able to 
get the tools and we can set a date to go out there.  We can continue with our regular 
treatments of our test plots. 
Matt believes that key will be the monitoring and follow up, of the knotweed.  We should walk 
it frequently to make sure we have not spread it…but we need to keep an eye on it. 
 
Dave brought up the newly suggested technique of  laying a ½” mesh fencing down and when 
the plant grows up it strangles itself.  Like rabbit wire.  It sounds like something that we can add 
to our test plots and see how it works. 
 
 
4.  The Spruce Budworm: 
 
Vange brought up that David Towle said that he believes he has a Spruce Bud Worm infestation 
in one of his trees and opened the subject up for discussion.   The last Bud Worm infestation 
came in with a storm.  It eats the pollen on the Balsm Fir and will sometimes move to the 
Spruce trees.  We still need to confirm that we have it here, apparently there is a big outbreak 
in Canada right now.  Dave is still interested in seeing pictures 
 
5.  Ash tree survey in Burke using Drones and Identification software 
 
Matt brought up that Whiteout Solutions is doing a pilot project of identifying  Ash trees along 
roadsides in Burke using drones. They are interested in doing it in Danville and comparing their 
information to our information to see how accurate their software is. 
   
Dave H.  welcomes up our Ash tree Road Survey Data data although it is at least 5 years old. 
 
6. Outreach  
 
Bridget brought up posting more posts to the Facebook site and asking friends to like the 
conservation commission so we can get a “Friends of the Danville Town Forest” group together.   
Vange has the names of the people on the list who were interested in knowing what was going 
on with the town forest and any events that might be happening.  Barbara said that we can 
create a group on Facebook where events are posted.  Deb suggested we put a link on the town 
website so people can find our facebook page.  Dave shared that they have a Friends of 
Greenbanks Hollow group that meets and we could do it via an email list. 
 
We have lots to share:  The forest harvest, the knotweed control measures, and 
volunteer/upkeep and funstuff that is happening in the town forests. 
 



Bridget would like more engagement and volunteerism in the forest because she has been 
mowing it, but doesn’t know how long she will be able to continue that, and it would be nice to 
have some other volunteers to cut wire around trees and other trail maintenance.   
 
 
7. Set next meeting date August 3rd. 
 
 
 


